WEEKLY CALENDAR

SUNDAY, 3/16 8:00 WORSHIP
9:30 SUNDAY SCHOOL
10:45 WORSHIP

MonDpAY, 3/17 COMMUNITY MEAL, DOORS OPEN AT 5, DINNER 6
6:00 PRAYER GROUP
7:00 BIBLE STUDY

TuesbAy, 3/18

WEDNESDAY, 3/19

THURSDAY, 3/20 NOON BIBLE STUDY
6:00 WORSHIP AND MusIC COMMITTEE MEETING
7:00PM CHOIR REHEARSAL

FRIDAY, 3/21

SATURDAY, 3/22

SUNDAY, 3/23 8:00 WORSHIP
9:30 SUNDAY SCHOOL
10:45 WORSHIP-BAPTISM

Thank you Xenia Yelovich, our organist this morning!

Our thoughts and prayers are with the family
¢ and friends of Ruth Portetr.
She passed to [ife triumphant on March 11, 2025.
\ Ruth’s visitation is from 1-4 today at Snyder’s
| funeral home . The funeral is tomorrow at 1:00pm.

Welcome Members and Visitors today !

First Communion Instruction ..... will take place on
April 6th from Noon until 2:00pm in the Miller Parlor.
Please see Pastor Sarah if your child would like to attend.
First Communion will be held on Maundy Thursday
at the 7:00PM service.

Sunday School classes ..... will be singing at 10:45 on
Easter Sunday. Rehearsals will be in late
March and early April.

Palm Sunday ..... we will have an Easter Egg Hunt at
10:00am. We will gather together to hear the
Holy Week Story then hunt for eggs! Plan to attend!

Bible Studies ..... Monday night Bible Study will focus
on the villains of Lent.
Thursday Bible at Noon continues each week.
We meet in the Miller Parlor.
Attend when you can! All are welcome to join us as
your schedule allows.



OUR MISSION

Worship God, Grow in Faith, Serve with Love

Maundy Thursday .....services at Noon and at 7:00pPm
7:00PM with First Communion

Good Friday..... Walk of the Cross in Irwin: Noon
Worship Service at 7:00pM

Womens’ Faith and Friendship....No meeting in March.

March Community Meal....... The next Community Meal
is tomorrow Monday, March 17. Doors open at
5:00 and dinner is served at 6:00pPM.
No sign up is needed to attend the dinner.

Dinner Church....... The next Dinner Church will be on
Sunday, April 6™ at 6:00pPMm.
Join us in the Fellowship Hall

Stations of the Cross....... has been Canceled

ASSISTING IN TODAY’S WORSHIP

8:15 10:45

Assisting Minister Tracy McNelly Colleen Cochenour

Communion Dave Smith Mary Smaligo
Assistants Maria Clark Lisa Lucotch
Lector Jodi Smith Michele Klingensmith
Acolyte Jericho Brittingham Ty Cessna
Greeters Luella Tomasello and
Sonnie Freed
Altar Guild

Set-up Saturday, March 15 Nina Saccamano and Carly Glasgow

Sunday, March 16 8:15 Lois Brown and Debbie Reed

10:45 Zack and Samantha Tinsley

Set-up Saturday, March 22 Lori Thomas

Sunday, March 23 8:15 Lori Thomas

10:45 Nina Saccamano and Debbie Curtis

Food Pantry
2025 Distribution Dates:

April 12, June 21, August 9, October 11, Dec. 13

Items needed for the April distribution:
Canned ham Canned pineapple rings
Egg coloring Easter candy

Shampoo and conditioner

Maraschino cherries (small jar)

Scallop potato mix
Paper towels
Yellow cake mix

Iltems always requested:

Mac & cheese/pasta Applesauce Baked beans Cake/muffin/
brownie mix Canned fruit Canned tuna Cereal
Granola bars Pasta Sauce Oatmeal Paper towels
Peanut butter & Jelly Potato/rice mix Pudding Cups

Many thanks for the generous donations to date! If you would like to
donate money, please mark “food pantry” in the subject line on your
check or you may use one of the pew envelopes. Food pantry contact:
Jodi Waugaman at 724-516-9680 or waugawoman86@comast.net




Worship Plan for Sunday, March 16, 2025
2 Lent

Second Sunday in Lent

ELW Holy Communion Setting Two

Sunday, March 16, 2025

Introduction to the day

Though we sometimes doubt and often resist God’s desire to protect and save us, our God
persists. In holy baptism, God’s people have been called and gathered into a God-initiated
relationship that will endure. Lent provides the church with a time and a tradition in which
to seek God'’s face again. Lent provides another occasion to behold the God of our salvation
in the face of the Blessed One who “comes in the name of the Lord.”

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ++ one God, who forgives all our sin,
whose mercy endures forever.

Amen.

Let us return to God, confessing our sin in the assurance of God’s abiding
love.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate One,

you are slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love, but our lives
do not always reflect you and your love for the worlid.

We do not show others the tender compassion you have shown to
us. We do not welcome others with the generous hospitality you
grant to all people. We oppress others, even though you have set
us free again and again. We squander the abundant gifts of the
earth. Transform our lives and guide us again in the way of the
cross. Amen.

Beloved in Christ,

God’s arms are always stretched open wide
to welcome the wandering ones home.

In + Christ your sins are forgiven.

You have a place in God’s house forever.
Amen.

*GATHERING SONG Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise # 834



Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise
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al - might -y, vic - to - rious, thy great name we  praise!
thy  clouds which are foun-tains of good - ness and  love.

and with - er and  per - ish, but naught chang-eth  thee.
"tis on - ly the splen-dor  of light hid - eth  thee!
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*GREETING Pastor

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY

The presiding minister leads the prayer of the day.

Let us pray.

A brief silence is kept before the prayer.

God of the covenant, in the mystery of the cross you promise everlasting life
to the world. Gather all peoples into your arms, and shelter us with your
mercy, that we may rejoice in the life we share in your Son, Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

Amen.

FIRST READING: Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18

God promises a childless and doubting Abram that he will have a child, that his descendants will be as
numerous as the stars, and that the land of Canaan will be their inheritance. Abram’s trust in God is
sealed with a covenant-making ceremony, a sign of God’s promise.

L After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision, “Do not
be afraid, Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall be very great.” ?But
Abram said, “O Lord Gobp, what will you give me, for I continue childless, and
the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?” * And Abram said, “You have
given me no offspring, and so a slave born in my house is to be my heir.”
“But the word of the LORD came to him, “This man shall not be your heir; no
one but your very own issue shall be your heir.” > He brought him outside
and said, “Look toward heaven and count the stars, if you are able to count
them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your descendants be.” ® And he
believed the LorD; and the LORD reckoned it to him as righteousness.

’Then he said to him, “I am the LorD who brought you from Ur of the
Chaldeans, to give you this land to possess.” ¢ But he said, “O Lord Gob, how
am I to know that I shall possess it?” °He said to him, “Bring me a heifer
three years old, a female goat three years old, a ram three years old, a
turtledove, and a young pigeon.” ' He brought him all these and cut them in
two, laying each half over against the other; but he did not cut the birds in
two. ' And when birds of prey came down on the carcasses, Abram drove
them away.

12 As the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell upon Abram, and a deep
and terrifying darkness descended upon him.

7When the sun had gone down and it was dark, a smoking fire pot and a
flaming torch passed between these pieces. ' On that day the LorRD made a
covenant with Abram, saying, “To your descendants I give this land, from
the river of Egypt to the great river, the river Euphrates.”

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



PSALM: Psalm 27
'The LorD is my light and my salvation; whom then shall I fear?
The LoRD is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be afraid?
“When evildoers close in against me to devour my flesh,
they, my foes and my enemies, will stumble and fall.
*Though an army encamp against me, my heart will not fear.
Though war rise up against me, my trust will not be shaken.
“One thing I ask of the LorD; one thing I seek;
that I may dwell in the house of the LorD all the days of my life;
to gaze upon the beauty of the LorRD and to seek God in the temple.
°>For in the day of trouble God will give me shelter, hide me in the hidden
places of the sanctuary, and raise me high upon a rock.
®Even now my head is lifted up above my enemies who surround
me. Therefore I will offer sacrifice in the sanctuary, sacrifices of
rejoicing; I will sing and make music to the LORD.
Hear my voice, O LorD, when I call;
have mercy on me and answer me.
¢ My heart speaks your message “Seek my face.”
Your face, O Lorp, I will seek.
?Hide not your face from me, turn not away from your servant in anger.
Cast me not away—you have been my helper; forsake me not, O God of
my salvation.
'“Though my father and my mother forsake me,
the LorD will take me in.
1Teach me your way, O LORD;
lead me on a level path, because of my oppressors.
'?Subject me not to the will of my foes,
for they rise up against me, false witnesses breathing violence.
3This I believe—that I will see the goodness of the LOrRD
in the land of the living!
'“Wait for the LorD and be strong.
Take heart and wait for the Lorb!

SECOND READING: Philippians 3:17—4:1

Although Paul’s devotion to Christ has caused him to be persecuted, he does not regret the course he
has taken. Writing from prison, he expresses confidence in a glorious future and encourages other
Christians to follow in his footsteps.

17 Brothers and sisters, join in imitating me, and observe those who live
according to the example you have in us. ‘® For many live as enemies of the
cross of Christ; I have often told you of them, and now I tell you even with
tears. '?Their end is destruction; their god is the belly; and their glory is in
their shame; their minds are set on earthly things. Y But our citizenship is in
heaven, and it is from there that we are expecting a Savior, the Lord Jesus



Christ. ! He will transform the body of our humiliation that it may be
conformed to the body of his glory, by the power that also enables him to
make all things subject to himself. 4’ Therefore, my brothers and sisters,
whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, stand firm in the Lord in this
way, my beloved. The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Save us as you prom - ised; we will trust your word.
*GOSPEL: Luke 13:31-35
The holy gospel according to
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Glo - ry to you, O Lord.

Neither Herod’s plotting nor Jerusalem'’s resistance to maternal love will deter Jesus from his sacrificial
mission.

3L At that very hour some Pharisees came and said to [Jesus,] “"Get
away from here, for Herod wants to kill you.” * He said to them, “Go
and tell that fox for me, ‘Listen, I am casting out demons and
performing cures today and tomorrow, and on the third day I finish my
work. 3 Yet today, tomorrow, and the next day I must be on my way,
because it is impossible for a prophet to be killed outside of
Jerusalem.’ **Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets
and stones those who are sent to it! How often have I desired to
gather your children together as a hen gathers her brood under her
wings, and you were not willing!



3> See, your house is left to you. And I tell you, you will not see me
until the time comes when you say, ‘Blessed is the one who comes in
the name of the Lord.””

The gospel of the Lord.
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C] Praise to  you, O Christ.

CHILDRENS’ SERMON

Sermon

*Hymn of the Day Thy Holy Wings 613



Thy Holy Wings
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Text: Carolina Sandell Berg, 1832-1903, sts. 1, 3; Gracia Grindal, b. 1943, st. 2; tr. composite
Music: BRED DINA VIDA VINGAR, Swedish folk tune; arr. hymnal version

Text © 1983 Gracia Grindal, Selah Publishing Co.. Inc.. agent. www.selahpub.com.

Arr. © 2006 Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator,




*Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION assisting minister
Led by the Spirit, let us turn to God in prayer for the church, the world, and
all those in need.

A brief silence.

Holy God, you long to gather your church under your wings. Bless the
churches of Jerusalem, and all persecuted churches, that your people may
take heart and stand firm as they witness and minister in your name. God,
in your mercy,

receive our prayer.

Holy God, you give shelter to living things as numerous as the stars.
Strengthen the voice of prophets who call humanity to faithful care for the
planet. God, in your mercy, receive our prayer.

Holy God, you raised up leaders like Abram, Sarai, and Paul to show your
people what it means to rely on your promises. Guide today’s leaders to
work for justice and safeguard the world for future generations. God, in your
mercy, receive our prayer.



Holy God, you are the stronghold of our life. Care tenderly for those who are
ill in body or mind, and for people living in fear or need (especially). May all
know they are not alone. God, in your mercy,

receive our prayer.

Holy God, you offer us citizenship in heaven. Unite communities of faith who
are divided over earthly things, that following the way of your Son, they may
set aside grudges and serve their neighbors with generosity and love. God,
in your mercy,

receive our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

Holy God, you are our light and our salvation. We give thanks for the saints
who have gone before us (especially). Help us to trust in you as they did and
to live according to their example. God, in your mercy,

receive our prayer.

Pastor

Receive the prayers of your people and draw all things together in your love,
in the name of Jesus, who leads us from death to life.

Amen.

*PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

OFFERING
Choir Anthem: I Surrender, Lord



*OFFERTORY RESPONSE
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and give us a fore - taste of the feast to come.

*OFFERING PRAYER assisting minister

Let us pray.

Gracious Provider,

you set your immense treasures among us,
opening your heart to the world.

As we prepare to feast on your bountiful love,
deepen our commitment to sharing those
treasures with others,

through our Savior, Jesus Christ.

Amen.



*DIALOGUE Pastor
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From Evangelical Litheran Worship copyright © 2006. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission of Augsburg Fortress under license #



*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Blessed are you, O God of the universe.
Your mercy is everlasting
and your faithfulness endures from age to age.

Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth.

Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood.
Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea.
Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness

to the land of milk and honey.

Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one.
Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ.

Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.



Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life
as we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Christ has died.

Christ is risen.

Christ will come again.

O God of resurrection and new life:
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us

and on these gifts of bread and wine.
Bless this feast.

Grace our table with your presence.
Come, Holy Spirit.

Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread.
Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world.
Breathe new life into us.

Send us forth,

burning with justice, peace, and love.

Come, Holy Spirit.

With your holy ones of all times and places,
with the earth and all its creatures,

with sun and moon and stars,

we praise you, O God,

blessed and holy Trinity,

now and forever. Amen.

*LORD'S PRAYER Pastor

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.



*INVITATION TO COMMUNION Pastor
All who are hungry, come!
The feast of grace is spread.

COMMUNION SONG
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Communion
Hymn During Communion: Around You O Lord Jesus #468

*COMMUNION BLESSING Pastor
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in
his grace. Amen.



*SONG AFTER COMMUNION
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*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION assisting minister

Let us pray.

Generous Host,

you have shared your feast with us and made us new.

Send us now to set tables of love and grace in our communities,
that your liberating love might nourish the world into freedom,
in the name of the crucified one, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

*BENEDICTION: Pastor
God our tender parent,

God the crucified one,

God the reconciling Spirit,

+ bless you now and forever.
Amen.

*Recessional Hymn: God of Grace and God of Glory #705



God of Grace and God of Glory
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I God of grace and God of glo - 1y, on your peco - ple
2 Lo! The hosts of e - wvil round us scorn the Christ, as -
3 Cure your chil - dren’s war - r1ing mad-ness; bend our pride to
4 Save us from weak res - ig - na - tion to the e - vils
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pour your pow'r; crown your an - cient chur - ch’s sto - r1y;
sail his ways! From the fears that  long have bound us
your con - trol; shame our wan - ton, self - ish glad - ness,
we  de - plore; let the gift of your sal - va - tion
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bring its bud (o glo - rious flow’r. Grant us wis-dom, grant us cour-age
free our hearts to  faith and praise. Grant us wis-dom, grant us cour-age
rich in things and poor in soul. Grant us wis-dom, grant us cour-age,
be our glo -1y ev - er - more. Grant us wis-dom, grant us cour-age,
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for the fac - ing of this hour, for the fac - ing of this hour.
for the liv - ing of these days, for the liv - ing of these days.
lest we miss your king-dom’s goal, lest we miss your king-dom’s goal.
serv-ing you whom we a - dore, serv - ing you Whgm we a - dore.
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‘Text: Harry E. Fosdick, 1876—1969
Music: CWM RHONDDA, John Hughes, 1873-1932

*DISMISSAL assisting minister

Go in peace. Care for others as God cares for you. Thanks be to God!
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